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chinke it no righte nor conscience. But if the case so stand, that they
must lende part of that money to an other people, then they require
theyr debte: or when they have warre. For the whiche purpose
onelyne they kepe at home all the treasure, whiche they have, to be
holpen and socoured by it either in extreame jeopardyes, or in sud-
deine daungers. But especiallye and chiefelie to hiere therewith, and
that for unreasonable greate wayges, straunge soldiours. For they
hadde rather put straungers in j-eopardie, then theyr owne countreye-
men: knowynge that for money ynoughe, their enemyes themselves
many times may be boughte or solde, or elles throughe treason be
sette togethers by the eares amonge themselves. For this cause they
kepe an inestimable treasure. But yet not as a treasure: but so they
have it, and use it, as in good faythe I am ashamed to shewe: fear-
inge that my woordes shall not be beleved.
And this I have more cause to feare, for that I knowe howe diffi-
cultlie and hardelye I meselfe would have beleved an other man tell-
inge the same, if I hadde not presentlye sene it with mine own eyes.
For it muste neades me, that howe far re a thynge is dissonaunt and
disagreing from the guise and trade of the hearers, so farre shall it
be out of their belefe. Howbeit, a wise and indifferent estimer of
thynges will not greatlye marveill perchaunce, seynge all theyr other
lawes and customes do so muche differre from cures, yf the use also
of gold and sylver amonge them be applied, rather to their own fash-
yons, than to cures. I meane in that they occupie not money them-
selves, but kepe it for that chaunce, whiche as it maye happen, so it
maye be, that it shall never come to passe. In the meane time golde
and sylver, wherof money is made, they do so use, as none of them
doethe more esteme it, then the verye nature of the thing deserveth.
And then who doeth not playnelye se how farre it is under Iron: as
without the whiche men can no better lyve then without fiere and
water.
Whereas to golde and silver nature hath geven no use, that we may
not well lacke: if that the follye of men hadde not sette it in higher
estimation for the rarenesse sake. But of the contrarie parte, nature
as a mooste tender and lovynge mother, hathe placed the beste and
mooste necessarie thinges open abroade: as the ayere, the water, and
the earth it selfe. And hathe removed and hyd farthest from us
vayne and unprofitable thinges. Therefore if these metalles amonge
them should be faste locked up in some tower, it might be suspected,
that the prince and the counsell (as the people is ever foolishelie
ymagininge) intended by some subtiltie to deceave the commons, and
to take some profits of it to themselves.
Furthermore if they shold make therof plate and such other finelie
and cunninglie wroughte stuffe: if at anye time they should have oc-
casion to breake it: and melte it againe, therewith to paye their soul-